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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA

PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT
OPTIONS FOR THE NIGER-DELTA

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL STAFF OFFICERTO THE
HEAD OF STATE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

STATE HOusE

ABUJTA

15TH MARCH, 1999

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

General Abdulsalami A. Abubakar Fss, Dss, Mni,
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief

0f the Armed Forces of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria,

Presidential Villa,

Abuja.

Ref:
A. SH/33/PSO dated 22 February, 1999.

Your Excellency may recall that you convened a 22- member
Committee vide Ref A, attached here as Annex A to review the development
options for the Niger-Delta with the charge to submit the report within
12 days. The assignment was enormous and daunting. Nevertheless, the
Committee faced the challenge and has the honour and privilege to submit
the Report on schedule.

Your Excellency held various consultations with indigenes of the Niger-
Deltz with a view to having further insights into the complexities of
the area, Arising from these is the crucial need for the nation to find
enduring solutions to the problems of the area. Indeed, the Niger-Delta
deserves the nation's attention, not only because oil is produced in the
area but simply because 1t is a component of Nigeria.

Your Excellency, on behalf of the Committee, I wish to seize this
opportunity to express our profound gratitude for being found worthy to
undertake the assignment for laying the foundation for viable
development options for the Niger-Delta of our dear country.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Report Structure
The Report of the Presidential Committee on Development Options for

the Niger-Delta is structured into five main parts, namely: Summary
of Submissions and Memoranda, Genera) Observations, Project
Prioritization. Recommendations on Development Options and lastly
Financing Requirements and Implementation Strategies.

Sum of Submissions and Memoranda

The Committee reviewed all the submissions and memoranda received and
extracted the central themes concerning development options in the
Niger-Delta. The Committee found that all the three tiers of
Government, other Government Agencies., the 0i) Companies and Non-
Governmental Organizations are actively involved in the provision of
infrastructure and support services for the area, even if the
Inhabitants consider the efforts inadequate.

General Observations and ects Prioritization

The Committee discovered that contrary to widely held views.
substantial amounts of resources have been invested in the Niger-
Delta but without commensurate results. The difficult geographical
terrain, scattered nature of settlements and historical competition
and mistrust amongst the ethnic groups have contributed to this

situation.

The Committee further observed that the Federal Government is not
solely to blame for the level of underdevelopment of the Niger-Delta.
The State Governments. Local Governments. the Communities themselves,
and other stakeholders in the area are all partly responsibie to
varying degrees for the unfortunate situation we have in the Niger-
Delta today.

The Committee carried out an inventory of all the on-going
developmental efforts in various sectors in the area. Programmes
include construction of roads, canals. land reclamation,
electrification, water supply. health care delivery, education and
several other projects. The Committee observed that billions of
__dollars have been invested in constructing refineries, fertilizer,
newsprint, steel and petrochemical plants, aluminium smelting and
power plants all over the Niger-Delta. The area enjoys the highest
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concentration of heavy industries set up by the Federal Government in
Nigeria today.

Recommendations
Based on its review and analysis of all submissions and the ensuing

debate over the efficacy of the various presentations, the Committee
made the following key recommendations:

1 Boats should be purchased for the states of the Niger-Delta
Just like buses were purchased on loan under the Urban Mass
Transit Programme for other states.

2. Two Technical colleges should be sited - one each in Bayelsa
and Delta states as soon as possible to contribute to skills
development of youths in the Niger-Delta.

3 The rural electrification projects of the Federal Ministry of
Power & Steel which require about N1.725 billion to complete
should be funded to enable completion before May 29, 1999.
Furthermore, NEPA should take over the gas turbine plant
supplying electricity to Yenogoa after repairs.

4: The need to minimize the duplication of efforts and agencies.
and enhance coordination of development in the area, there is
need to establish the Niger-Delta Consultative Council under
the chairmanship of the Chief of General Staff/Vice-President,
Federal Republic of Nigeria, and with the following membership:

o Governors of the States of the Niger-Delta
o Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Natural

Resources,

Honourable Minister of Education

Honourable Minister of Finance

Honourable Minister of Health

Honourable Minister, National Planning Commission

Honourable Minister of Power And Steel

Honourable Minister of Petroleum Resources

Honourable Minister of Water Resources

Honourable Minister of Works and Housing

Petroleum Trust (Special) Fund

OMPADEC

Representatives of 0i1 Producing Companies
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