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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA

PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT
OPTIONS FOR THE NIGER-DELTA

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL STAFF OFFICERTO THE
HEAD OF STATE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

STATE HOusE

ABUJTA

15TH MARCH, 1999

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

General Abdulsalami A. Abubakar Fss, Dss, Mni,
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief

0f the Armed Forces of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria,

Presidential Villa,

Abuja.

Ref:
A. SH/33/PSO dated 22 February, 1999.

Your Excellency may recall that you convened a 22- member
Committee vide Ref A, attached here as Annex A to review the development
options for the Niger-Delta with the charge to submit the report within
12 days. The assignment was enormous and daunting. Nevertheless, the
Committee faced the challenge and has the honour and privilege to submit
the Report on schedule.

Your Excellency held various consultations with indigenes of the Niger-
Delta with a view to having further insights into the complexities of
the area, Arising from these is the crucial need for the nation to find
enduring solutions to the problems of the area. Indeed, the Niger-Delta
deserves the nation's attention, not only because oil is produced in the
area but simply because it is a component of Nigeria.

Your Excellency, on behalf of the Committee, I wish to seize this
opportunity to express our profound gratitude for being found worthy to
undertake the assignment for 1laying the foundation for viable
development options for the Niger-Delta of our dear country.
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11. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee recommends that:

11.1  Boats should be purchased for the states of the Niger-Delta just
like buses were purchased for Mass Transit on Land for other

states.

11.2 Each State especially those in Riverine areas are to have 5 petrol
stations sited in oil producing committees with relatively high
population. This could be done by the private sector. FEAP has
indicated its willingness to co-finance such projects.

11.3  Every Federal agency should be directed to open offices in Bayelsa
State to increase the leve| of Federal presence in the state.

11.4  Two Technical colleges should be sited - one each in Bayelsa and
Delta states as soon as possible.

11,5  The rural electrification projects of the Federal Ministry of Power &
Steel which require about N1.725 billion to complete should be
funded to enable completion before May 29, 1999

11.6 NEPA should take over the gas turbine plant supplying electricity
to Yenogoa after repairs.

11.7 The Federal Government should offer additional incentives to
entrepreneurs to encourage the establishment of industries in the
Niger-Delta.

11.8  More schools should be renovated in oil producing areas as part
of short term remedial measures.
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11.9 While dealing with oil companies, communities should accept
facilities which contribute to development rather than cash.

11.10 As a matter of policy, oil companies should ensure junior and
unskilled labour persons are recruited from communities in which

they operate,

11.11 The crude oil production figures of various states compiled by DPR
are contentious. Consequently, the Head of State, Commander-in-
Chief may wish to direct NEIC and other agencies to ascertain
each state's production.

11.12 The National Boundary Commission should be directed to look
into areas of dispute to determine where oil production areas
really belong.

11.13 Hospital boats should be provided for short-term impact in most
areas of the Niger-Delta.

11.14 There is need to extend electric power from Kolo Power Station
(which needs to be refurbished) to outlying towns and villages.
Electric Power from Kolo Power Station in Bayelsa State should be
extended to neighbouring towns and villages in the area.

11.15 The Committee endorses the PIMCO Plan of Action and further
recommends:

Ll T

The POPOOLA REPOHIIgitized byrhe Adaka Boro Centrehttp://www.adakaboro.org



The POPOOLA REPOHIIgitized byr'he Adaka Boro Centrehttp://www.adakaboro.org



